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GENESIS 22 IN DER FRUHEN KIRCHE

URS VON ARX

Abstract. This paper on the subsequent understanding of the story of the
Sacrifice of Abraham or the Binding of Isaac (Gen 22) in early Christian
documents (New Testament, early Patristic authors) first tries to establish
which Jewish interpretative expansions on the Hebrew text can be dated to
the period of the Second Temple. They concern Isaac’s clear willingness to
give away his life as a sacrifice (with martyrological overtones),
controversies in the heavenly world as the reason why God decided to submit
Abraham to the test of obedience, the identification of the mountain with the
temple in Jerusalem. Soteriological interpretations of the binding of Isaac
found in rabbinic sources, however, may rather be the result of later Jewish
reactions to the Christian handling of Gen 22, with Jesus’ real death being
claimed to constitute a sacrifice superior to what happened to Isaac who
eventually appeared to have been saved from death. The paper then briefly
discusses the main evidence of Gen 22 being referred to by New Testament
authors (Jas 2:20-24; Heb 11:17-19; Rom 8:31-39) and some examples of
early Greek Christian authors (Melito of Sardes, Origen, Gregory of Nyssa)
to show how Gen 22 has been interpreted using a variety of typological
approaches. It concludes with the rather enigmatic text “To Abraham”,
recently published from the Bodmer Papyri.
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1. Einleitung'

Gen 22,1-19 ist einer der biblischen Texte, die in der jlidischen wie in der
christlichen Tradition’ immer wieder eine besondere Aufmerksamkeit gefunden

Leicht iiberarbeiteter und erweiterter Text des Referates, das beim Symposium Messianische
Texte im Alten Testament und ihre Rezeption in der Alten Kirche (Neues Testament und
Viterliteratur), Babes-Bolyai-Universitit Cluj, 8. bis 11. November 2012, auszugsweise
vorgetragen wurde.

Auf islamische Traditionen, deren Referenztext in Sure 37, 99-109. 110-113 vorliegt, ndher
einzugehen, fehlt der Raum. Charakteristisch ist die Einwilligung des namenlos bleibenden,
allgemein mit Ismael identifizierten Knaben in das geforderte Opfer sowie die Auslosung
desselben durch ein Schlachttier (was die Thematik des Opferfestes am Ende der Wallfahrt in



