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Abstract. Luke is the canonical Gospel with the most material on prayer; you 

could say: “the evangelist of prayer”. This subject therefore should play an 

important role in Lucan theology. Especially in the narrative of chapter 11, 

Luke includes an extended section on prayer, inclusive the Lord’s Prayer 

(five petitions or lines: “Pentalogue”) – in a different form compared with 

Matthew (six or seven petitions, or perhaps ten lines to utter: “Decalogue”). 

Perhaps the narrative in the description of Jesus and the development of the 
disciples could explain the difference from placing the material in Matthew. 

But surely both versions show that the message and the content of the Lord’s 

Prayer are totally in accordance to the teaching and praying of Jesus himself! 

Several perspectives should be considered: the context and especially the 

introduction of the ch.11 in Luke; the addressing: God, the Father; all the 

different petitions of the prayer itself. Nevertheless, to Luke, prayer is central 

in the discipleship Jesus calls his followers to. The audience is in a very 

direct way thought to participate in God’s work through prayer. On the 

canonical Gospels, it is only in Luke that prayer is the central act of piety and 

devotion. But what does this mean in direction of the theological 

understanding of the evangelist himself? 
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1  Diesen Beitrag widme ich dem verstorbenen früheren Mitherausgeber der Zeitschrift Ulrich LUZ, 

der sich seit vielen Jahren dem Dialog zwischen „West und Ost“ exegetisch und persönlich mit 
allen seinen Kräften als spiritus rector gewidmet hatte. Er konnte leider an der Konferenz in 
Moskau 2016, bei der dieser Vortrag zum ersten Mal gehalten wurde, gesundheitshalber nicht 
mehr teilnehmen. Er hat ihn aber noch vor seinem Tod später aufmerksam wahrnehmen können. 


