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Project Abstract:

Modern studies of the Pauline epistles have long noted the importance of

metaphor as an element of Paul’s thought and expression. In the words of Richard
B. Hays, “Paul, the missionary preacher, is at least as much poet as he is
theologian [...] throughout his writings, Paul’s language sparkles with the veiled
energy of metaphor and allusion.”* James Dunn notes that among the various
metaphors employed in Paul’s discourse, the term xoaAelv is one of the apostle’s
more significant soteriological metaphors which originate from everyday life of his
lifetime, but he does not explore this important idea further.? By contrast, Kristal
Stendahl and others® have stressed the importance of Paul’s concept of “divine
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